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Elements of Comet α 1904 (Brooks). 
From observations on April 17th (Aitken), May 8th 

(Maddrill), and May 24th (Maddrill), we have computed 
the following set of parabolic elements for this comet : - 

T== 1904, March 6.9049, G. M. T. 
ω- 53° 27' i3".8) Ω = 275 4-6 Ο5·5 f Mean equinox of 1904.0. 
i= 125 07 33.1 ) 

log ? = 0.432475. 
Residuals (O - C); Δ λ' cos β'- ι ".ο; Δ β'-'- τ" .η 
An ephemeris based on these elements is given in Lick Ob- 

servatory Bulletin, No. 56. R Q AlTKEN# 

May 27, 1904. J· D· Maddrill. 

Comet a 1904 (Brooks). 
This comet was discovered by Dr. W. R. Brooks on the 

night of April 16, 1904. The telegram announcing the dis- 
covery was received here on Sunday, April 17th, and the 
comet was observed with the 12-inch telescope the same even- 
ing. It was found to be a small object, fairly bright, about 
ninth magnitude, with a sharp nucleus of about the tenth mag- 
nitude, and a short brushy tail extending toward the south. 

The preliminary orbits that have been computed for this 
comet show that it has a greater perihelion distance than any 
one of recent years except Giacobini's comet (ci 1902), the 
distance from the Earth at the time of discovery being nearly 
2.3 astronomical units. The ephemeris computed from the 
elements, given on another page, indicates that the comet will 
remain visible in large telescopes as an evening object through- 
out the summer and autumn months, the brightness diminish- 
ing out siowiy. R G AlTKEN> 

May 27, 1904. 
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